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Fo urt h  Sunday  aft er  Pent eco st  
F a t h e r s ’  D a y  

June 16, 2024 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Hermiston, Oregon               Christ Alone Lutheran Church, Ione, Oregon 

The Lord be with you!   The Lord’s Supper is celebrated this morning in the confidence that, as He says, Jesus gives us not only bread and 

wine, but also His very body and blood to eat and drink (Matthew 26:26-28).  This meal is given to us for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen 
our union with Christ and our love for one another. 

Because the Scriptures tell us that those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood in an unworthy manner are doing themselves great harm 
(1 Corinthians 11:27-29); and because Holy Communion is a sharing in the faith confessed at this altar, the following are asked to consult with the 
pastor before taking communion: 

•  any who are not yet instructed in the Christian faith; 
•  those who hold a confession differing from that of Bethlehem, Christ Alone, and the Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod. 

If you are visiting us this morning and would like to receive a blessing at the altar, we invite 
you to come forward.  To let those serving communion know you would like to receive a 
blessing, please cross your arms across your chest and bow your head – see image to the right.   

Hymn  #906   “O Day of Rest and Gladness” 

O day of rest and gladness, O day of joy and light, 
O balm of care and sadness, Most beautiful, most bright; 

This day the high and lowly, Through ages joined to bless, 
Sing, “Holy, holy, holy,” The triune God confess. 

This day at earth’s creation 
The light first had its birth; 
This day for our salvation 

Christ rose from depths of earth; 
This day our Lord victorious 
The Spirit sent from heav’n, 

And thus this day most glorious 
A threefold light was giv’n. 

This day, God’s people meeting, 
His Holy Scripture hear; 

His living presence greeting, 
Through bread and wine made near. 

We journey on, believing, 
Renewed with heav’nly might, 

From grace more grace receiving, 
On this blest day of light. 

D  That light our hope sustaining, 
We walk the pilgrim way, 

At length our rest attaining, 
Our endless Sabbath day. 

We sing to Thee our praises, 
O Father, Spirit, Son; The Church her voice upraises  

To Thee, blest Three in One. 
Text (sts. 1–2): Public domain 

Text (st. 3): © 1982 Charles P. Price; (st. 4): © 1985 The Church Pension Fund. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004649 
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Confession and Absolution 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

P: In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 

P: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, 
beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

P: Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C: Who made heaven and earth. 
P: I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C: and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

P: O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C: I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended 

You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and 
sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 
innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to 
me, a poor, sinful being. 

P: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, 
announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

Introit of the Day     Psalm 1 

Blessèd is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, 
nor stands in the way of sinners, 
nor sits in the seat of scoffers; 

2but his delight is in the law of the Lord, 
and on His law he meditates day and night. 

3He is like a tree planted by streams of water 
that yields its fruit in its season, 
and its leaf does not wither. 
In all that he does, he prospers. 

4The wicked are not so, 
but are like chaff that the wind drives away. 

5Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, 
nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous; 

6for the LORD knows the way of the righteous, 
but the way of the wicked will perish. 

Kyrie 

Lord, have mercy;   Christ, have mercy;   Lord, have mercy. 

Gloria in Excelsis 
To God on high be glory And peace to all the earth; 

Goodwill from God in heaven Proclaimed at Jesus’ birth! 
We praise and bless You, Father; Your holy name, we sing — 
Our thanks for Your great glory, Lord God, our heav’nly King. 
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To You, O sole-begotten, The Father’s Son, we pray; 
O Lamb of God, our Savior, You take our sins away. 
Have mercy on us, Jesus; Receive our heartfelt cry, 

Where You in pow’r are seated 
At God’s right hand on high — 

For You alone are holy; You only are the Lord. 
Forever and forever, Be worshiped and adored; 

You with the Holy Spirit Alone are Lord Most High, 
In God the Father’s glory.  “Amen!” our glad reply. 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 

P: Let us pray. 

Blessed Lord, since You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning, grant that we may so 
hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them that we may embrace and ever hold fast the 
blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, Who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

Old Testament Reading   Ezekiel 17:22-24 

Thus says the Lord GOD: “I myself will take a sprig from the lofty top of the cedar and will set it out. I will break off from the 
topmost of its young twigs a tender one, and I myself will plant it on a high and lofty mountain. 23On the mountain height of 
Israel will I plant it, that it may bear branches and produce fruit and become a noble cedar. And under it will dwell every kind of 
bird; in the shade of its branches birds of every sort will nest. 24And all the trees of the field shall know that I am the LORD; I bring 
low the high tree, and make high the low tree, dry up the green tree, and make the dry tree flourish. I am the LORD; I have 
spoken, and I will do it.” 

L: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

Gradual      recited by all   Psalm 145:3, 5b, 6b 

Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised, 
 and His greatness is unsearchable. 
On Your wondrous works, I will meditate, 
 and I will declare Your greatness. 

Epistle Reading    2 Corinthians 5:1-17 

We know that if the tent, which is our earthly home, is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with 
hands, eternal in the heavens. 2For in this tent we groan, longing to put on our heavenly dwelling, 3if indeed by putting it on we 
may not be found naked. 4For while we are still in this tent, we groan, being burdened—not that we would be unclothed, but 
that we would be further clothed, so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life. 5He who has prepared us for this very 
thing is God, who has given us the Spirit as a guarantee. 

6So we are always of good courage. We know that while we are at home in the body we are away from the Lord, 7for we walk 
by faith, not by sight. 8Yes, we are of good courage, and we would rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord. 9So 
whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him. 10For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, 
so that each one may receive what is due for what he has done in the body, whether good or evil. 

11Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade others. But what we are is known to God, and I hope it is known also 
to your conscience. 12We are not commending ourselves to you again but giving you cause to boast about us, so that you may be 
able to answer those who boast about outward appearance and not about what is in the heart. 13For if we are beside ourselves, 
it is for God; if we are in our right mind, it is for you. 14For the love of Christ controls us, because we have concluded this: that 
one has died for all, therefore all have died; 15and he died for all, that those who live might no longer live for themselves but for 
him who for their sake died and was raised. 
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16From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though we once regarded Christ according to the 
flesh, we regard him thus no longer. 17Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the 
new has come. 

L: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

Alleluia 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

These things are written that you may believe 
That Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Holy Gospel     Mark 4:26-34 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the fourth chapter. 
C: Glory to You, O Lord. 

[Jesus] said, “The kingdom of God is as if a man should scatter seed on the ground. 27He sleeps and rises night and day, and 
the seed sprouts and grows; he knows not how. 28The earth produces by itself, first the blade, then the ear, then the full grain in 
the ear. 29But when the grain is ripe, at once he puts in the sickle, because the harvest has come.” 

30And he said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable shall we use for it? 31It is like a grain of 
mustard seed, which, when sown on the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth, 32yet when it is sown it grows up and 
becomes larger than all the garden plants and puts out large branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.” 

33With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it. 34He did not speak to them without a 
parable, but privately to his own disciples he explained everything. 

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to You, O Christ. 

Nicene Creed 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 
     Maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,  
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by Whom all things were made; 
     Who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     Whose kingdom will have no end. 
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And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and Giver of life, 
     Who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     Who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come.   Amen. 

Hymn  #500  “Creator Spirit, By Whose Aid” 

Creator Spirit, by whose aid 
The world’s foundations first were laid, 

Come, visit ev’ry humble mind; 
Come, pour Your joys on humankind; 

From sin and sorrow set us free; 
May we Your living temples be. 

O Source of uncreated light, 
The bearer of God’s gracious might, 
Thrice-holy fount, thrice-holy fire, 

Our hearts with heav’nly love inspire; 
Your sacred, healing message bring 

To sanctify us as we sing. 

Giver of grace, descend from high; 
Your sev’nfold gifts to us supply; 

Help us eternal truths receive 
And practice all that we believe; 

Give us Yourself that we may see 
The glory of the Trinity. 

D  Immortal honor, endless fame 
Attend the_almighty Father’s name; 

The Savior-Son be glorified, 
Who for all humankind has died; 

To You, O Paraclete, we raise 
Unending songs of thanks and praise. 

Text: Public domain 

Sermon 
Acts 3:1 – 4:22 

Now Peter and John were going up to the temple at the hour of prayer, the ninth hour. 2 And a man lame from birth was 
being carried, whom they laid daily at the gate of the temple that is called the Beautiful Gate to ask alms of those entering the 
temple. 3 Seeing Peter and John about to go into the temple, he asked to receive alms. 4 And Peter directed his gaze at him, as did 
John, and said, “Look at us.” 5 And he fixed his attention on them, expecting to receive something from them. 6 But Peter said, “I 
have no silver and gold, but what I do have I give to you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk!” 7 And he took 
him by the right hand and raised him up, and immediately his feet and ankles were made strong. 8 And leaping up, he stood and 
began to walk, and entered the temple with them, walking and leaping and praising God. 9 And all the people saw him walking 
and praising God, 10 and recognized him as the one who sat at the Beautiful Gate of the temple, asking for alms. And they were 
filled with wonder and amazement at what had happened to him. 

11 While he clung to Peter and John, all the people, utterly astounded, ran together to them in the portico called 
Solomon's. 12 And when Peter saw it he addressed the people: “Men of Israel, why do you wonder at this, or why do you stare at 
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us, as though by our own power or piety we have made him walk? 13 The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of 
Jacob, the God of our fathers, glorified his servant Jesus, whom you delivered over and denied in the presence of Pilate, when he 
had decided to release him. 14 But you denied the Holy and Righteous One, and asked for a murderer to be granted to you, 15 and 
you killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses. 16 And his name—by faith in his name—
has made this man strong whom you see and know, and the faith that is through Jesus has given the man this perfect health in 
the presence of you all. 

17 “And now, brothers, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. 18 But what God foretold by the mouth of all 
the prophets, that his Christ would suffer, he thus fulfilled. 19 Repent therefore, and turn back, that your sins may be blotted 
out, 20 that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, and that he may send the Christ appointed for you, 
Jesus, 21 whom heaven must receive until the time for restoring all the things about which God spoke by the mouth of his holy 
prophets long ago. 22 Moses said, ‘The Lord God will raise up for you a prophet like me from your brothers. You shall listen to him 
in whatever he tells you. 23 And it shall be that every soul who does not listen to that prophet shall be destroyed from the 
people.’ 24 And all the prophets who have spoken, from Samuel and those who came after him, also proclaimed these days. 25 You 
are the sons of the prophets and of the covenant that God made with your fathers, saying to Abraham, ‘And in your offspring 
shall all the families of the earth be blessed.’ 26 God, having raised up his servant, sent him to you first, to bless you by turning 
every one of you from your wickedness.” 

And as they were speaking to the people, the priests and the captain of the temple and the Sadducees came upon 
them, 2 greatly annoyed because they were teaching the people and proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection from the dead. 3 And 
they arrested them and put them in custody until the next day, for it was already evening. 4 But many of those who had heard 
the word believed, and the number of the men came to about five thousand. 

5 On the next day their rulers and elders and scribes gathered together in Jerusalem, 6 with Annas the high priest and Caiaphas 
and John and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. 7 And when they had set them in the midst, they 
inquired, “By what power or by what name did you do this?” 8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the 
people and elders, 9 if we are being examined today concerning a good deed done to a crippled man, by what means this man 
has been healed, 10 let it be known to all of you and to all the people of Israel that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom 
you crucified, whom God raised from the dead—by him this man is standing before you well. 11 This Jesus is the stone that 
was rejected by you, the builders, which has become the cornerstone.   12 And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no 
other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.” 

13 Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were uneducated, common men, they were 
astonished. And they recognized that they had been with Jesus. 14 But seeing the man who was healed standing beside 
them, they had nothing to say in opposition. 15 But when they had commanded them to leave the council, they conferred with 
one another, 16 saying, “What shall we do with these men? For that a notable sign has been performed through them is evident 
to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and we cannot deny it. 17 But in order that it may spread no further among the people, let us 
warn them to speak no more to anyone in this name.” 18 So they called them and charged them not to speak or teach at all in the 
name of Jesus. 19 But Peter and John answered them, “Whether it is right in the sight of God to listen to you rather than to God, 
you must judge, 20 for we cannot but speak of what we have seen and heard.” 21 And when they had further threatened them, 
they let them go, finding no way to punish them, because of the people, for all were praising God for what had happened. 22 For 
the man on whom this sign of healing was performed was more than forty years old. 

Offering 

Prayer of the Church 

Preface 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

P: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, 
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all 
creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-
begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not 
die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in 
Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life.  
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P: Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

Sanctus 

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored; 
Heav’n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of Your name. 

Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord; 
Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord! 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
P: Blessed are You, O Lord our God, King of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and given Your only-

begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 

In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and Eve, who ate the forbidden fruit, and You 
justly barred them and all their children from the tree of life. Yet, in Your great mercy, You promised 
salvation by a second Adam, Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and made His cross a life-giving tree for all 
who trust in Him. 

We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us through Jesus Christ. Grant us Your Holy 
Spirit that we may faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of His cross and receive the blessings of forgiveness, 
life, and salvation that come to us in His body and blood. 

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

Lord’s Prayer 
         Our Father Who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses  
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

The Words of Our Lord 

Pax Domini 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: Amen. 

Agnus Dei 
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 

You take the sin of the world away; 
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 
Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray. 

O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 
You take the sin of the world away; 

Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, 
And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray. 
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Distribution 

Hymn During Distribution  #618  “I Come, O Savior, To Thy Table”      at Bethlehem 

I come, O Savior, to Thy table, 
For weak and weary is my soul; 

Thou, Bread of Life, alone art able 
To satisfy and make me whole: Refrain 

REFRAIN:   Lord, may Thy body and Thy blood 
Be for my soul the highest good! 

Thy heart is filled with fervent yearning 
That sinners may salvation see 

Who, Lord, to Thee in faith are turning; 
So I, a sinner, come to Thee.   REFRAIN 

Unworthy though I am, O Savior, 
Because I have a sinful heart, 

Yet Thou Thy lamb wilt banish never, 
For Thou my faithful shepherd art:   REFRAIN 

Weary am I and heavy laden; 
With sin my soul is sore oppressed; 
Receive me graciously and gladden 

My heart, for I am now Thy guest.   REFRAIN 

What higher gift can we inherit? 
It is faith’s bond and solid base; 

It is the strength of heart and spirit, 
The covenant of hope and grace.   REFRAIN 

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004649 

Honoring Our Fathers 

Catechism  selected portions from Martin Luther’s Large Catechism  

P: “Honor your father and your mother.”   In preference to all the other lesser stations of life, God has given 
special recognition to fatherhood and mother hood by commanding not merely that we should love our 
parents but also that we should honor them. 

C: As regards brothers, sisters and neighbors in general, He commands nothing higher than to love them.  
P: Thus He distinguishes father and mother from all other persons on earth, chooses them, and sets them 

next to Himself.  For to honor is a much higher thing than to love, 
C: for honor includes not only love but also 

respect, 
humility, 
and awe, 

directed, one might say, toward a hidden majesty of theirs. 
P: Young people must therefore have it impressed upon them that they should look up to their parents as 

representatives of God and bear in mind that however humble, poor, infirm, or eccentric they may be, our 
father and mother are nevertheless God’s gifts to us.  

C: They are not to be robbed of their honor because of any peculiarities or failings. 
P: First, then, learn what it means to honor your parents as this commandment requires.  
C: It means that you are above all to prize and value them as earth’s greatest treasure. 
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A Father’s Day Prayer 
P: Lord, we praise and thank You this morning for the gift of our fathers. You have graciously used our 

fathers as participants in Your continuing act of creation.  
All: Lord, I thank You this morning for my father ______________ . 

P: “Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the land the LORD your God is giving 
you.” We confess this morning that we have not always obeyed our fathers.  We have shown them 
disrespect, been disobedient and have not honored them. 

C: Forgive me Lord, and help me to live a life that brings honor to my father.   

P: Lord, You have blessed most fathers with an unconditional love for their children.  We are confident that 
as we pray for our children You graciously hear us . . . 

Fathers: Almighty God and compassionate Lord, guard my child/children all the days of their lives.  Protect 
them, I pray, from the powers of the Evil One.  Bring them through trial and tribulation with their faith 
intact.  And above all, I pray, inscribe this/these name(s) in the Lamb’s book of life 
________________________________ . 

P: Lord, hear our the wives in our congregation as they pray for their husbands . . . 
Wives: I thank you Lord, for my husband – the father of my children.  May Your angels guard and strengthen 

him.  May Your Spirit direct and preserve him.  Bless now, I pray, ________________ . 

P: Visit, we implore You, O Lord, the homes in which Your people dwell, and keep far from them all harm and 
danger.  

C: Grant us to dwell together in peace under the protection of Your holy angels, 
and may Your blessing be with us forever; 

All: through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 

Hymn   “Father’s Day Hymn”    tune: “Your Table I Approach” 

A dad who spares the rod 
Despises his own child 

But he who disciplines his son 
Shows love and mercy mild. 

Proverbs 13:24 

Instructing all the time, 
A father shows the Way. 

He teaches as he walks and talks, 
All night and ev‘ryday. 

Deuteronomy 6:7 

They say a father’s love 
Reflects the heart of God. 

He loves his children when they’re good –  
He loves them when they’re flawed! 

Luke 15:20 

A dad who trains his child, 
Teaching all that is right; 

Will find his child in agèd state 
Still walking in the Light. 

Proverbs 22:6 
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∆  All glory to the Son 
Who comes to set us free 

With Father, Spirit, ever one 
Through all eternity. 

(verses 1-4 written by Mark Adams, verse 5 written by Charles Coffin -- Public Domain) 

Benediction 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C: Amen. 
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